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Appendix F – Media Coverage and Letters to the Editors 
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The Sentinel – March 2005 
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Worcester Telegram and Gazette – April 2005 
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Greenfield Recorder – April 2005 
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Greenfield Recorder – Letter to Editor – Water Supply Citizens Advisory 
Committee – Mayl 2005 
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Greenfield Recorder – Letter to the Editor – Connecticut River Council – May 2005 
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Telegram and Gazette – October, 2005 
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Worcester Telegram & Gazette – October 2005 
 
Paper: Worcester Telegram & Gazette (MA) 
Title: A delicate balance - Quabbin access desirable, but water quality 
is priority 
Date: October 22, 2005 
Section: EDITORIAL 
Page: A14 
 
COLUMN: In our opinion 
 
State officials working on the third 10-year public access plan for the 
Quabbin Reservation are properly cautious about opening the area for 
additional recreational use: The reservoir is the primary source of 
pure drinking water for 2.5 million residents of 47 communities.That 
said, consideration of expanding access in ways that do not threaten 
that irreplaceable resource is warranted. 
 
The delicate balance between access and watershed protection was the 
theme of a public hearing in Petersham last week. The state Department 
of Conservation and Recreation and the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority are seeking public comment as they prepare the public use 
plan. The first access plan was put in place in 1988 and in 1998. 
 
The public already has far greater access to Quabbin than is the case 
with the majority of public water supplies. Some 71 percent of the 
82,538-acre reservation is open to the public. 
 
However, advocates of relatively low-impact pastimes - including 
mountain biking, horseback riding, kayaking, fishing - are pressing the 
state to open additional areas for recreation. Proposals for looped 
bicycle trails, a snowmobile trail on Quabbin-owned land outside the 
reservation boundaries, and increased access to the Quabbin Park area 
for weddings or other group activities deserve consideration. 
 
At the Petersham hearing, William E. Pula, regional director of the 
Quabbin and Ware River watersheds for the state Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, put the department's position succinctly: 
"We know the philosophy that many drinking water reservoirs take with 
surrounding watershed land is a simple one - `Keep Out.' In light of 
Quabbin's history, and the sacrifice that the former residents of Dana, 
Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott made to make this reservoir possible, 
the issue of public access is one we take very seriously." 
 
We agree. Expand recreational access where prudent, but watershed 
protection must remain paramount. 
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Ware River News – October 2005 
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The Ware River News – Letter to the Editor 
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The Sentinel – November, 2005 
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